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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
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closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quay/e, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) ^ Claim(s) 1-18 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) S Claim(s) 1-18 is/are rejected. 
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8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-18 are presented for examination; claims 1, and 9-13 independent. 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

2. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
November 8, 2005 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

5. Claim 4 recites that the pseudo user-designated information "cannot be 
distinguished", which is a term of degree. The claim does not provide what constitutes 
whether the information is distinguishable from the user-designated information (i.e. 
what makes the determination that the information is the same and how is this 
calculation completed). Furthermore, if Applicant amends this claim to further clarify 
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this detail, it is requested to provide appropriate support from the specification as to 
where these details may be found. For examination purposes, the phrase "cannot be 
distinguished" will be construed as "of the same form as the user-designated 
information" 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-3, and 5-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Nadine (EP 1 032 207) (cited by Applicant in IDS) 

7. Referring to claim 1 , Nadine discloses an information apparatus comprising: 
user-designated information acquiring means for acquiring sequential user- 
designated information including information regarding selections made by a user (i.e. 
recording information items representing the screening of transmissions by a user) e.g. 
abstract; col. 1, H 6-8); 

accuracy setting means for specifying accuracy setting information (i.e. what 
values will be saved in memory 20), said accuracy setting information including a ratio 
(i.e. how much and of what information pertaining to the screening) of disclosure of the 
acquired user designated information to the external device, whereby the user- 
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designated information notifying means is controlled according to the accuracy setting 
information specified by the user-designated information accuracy setting means (col. 5, 

39) to thereby transmit log information which changes in accordance with time as the 
notification (i.e. constantly gathered as the stations change) to the external device (i.e. 
to an operator who can use these data for audience studies), said log information being 
obtained by restricting the user-designated information according to the accuracy 
setting information (only the information the users selects to be saved can be 
transmitted, since any other information is not stored in the memory) (col. 5, U 39-42). 

8. Referring to claim 2, Nadine discloses the log information is transmitted to the 
external device together with log accuracy information generated based on the accuracy 
setting information (i.e. only information allowed to be stored can be transmitted as 
shown above, and therefore this is construed as the log accuracy information) (col. 5, ^ 
39-42). 

9. Referring to claim 3, Nadine discloses including AV function control means (i.e. 
controlling the display of information) including a broadcast type contents receiving 
function (e.g. abstract). 

10. Referring to claim 5, Nadine discloses including storing means configured to: 
store information, said stored information including part of the log information 

and the accuracy setting information (i.e. it is inherent that the accuracy setting 
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information must be stored, otherwise the system would be unable to determine what 
values are to be stored in memory 20) (col. 5, 39-42), and 

transmit the stored information to the external device (col. 5, U 39-42). 

1 1 . Referring to claim 6, Nadine discloses the user-designated information acquiring 
means acquires user-designated information from each of the external AV devices 
respectively having AV function control means (i.e. television receivers), which are 
independent of the information processing apparatus (e.g. abstract). 

12. Referring to claim 7, Nadine discloses the user-designated information acquiring 
means acquires user-designated information from a home appliance (i.e. a television 
receiver) independent of the information processing apparatus (e.g. abstract). 

13. Referring to claim 8, Douvikas discloses a method for 

(a) receiving contents information, said contents information comprising both 
contents substantial information (i.e. events table) and contents selection information 
(i.e. accuracy setting information, labels to be stored) for specifying a method of 
reproducing at least part of the contents substantial information (i.e. determining what 
information should be transmitted to the memory), and 

(b) reproducing the contents substantial information, is determined according to 
the contents selection information and the user-designated information (i.e. storing only 
those values which the user requests to be stored) (col. 5, U 39-42). 
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14. Claims 9-18 are rejected for similar reasons as stated above. 

Claim Rejections ■ 35 USC § 103 

15. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Nadine in 
view of Cooper et al. (USPN 6,754,904) (hereinafter Cooper). 

16. Nadine discloses the invention substantively as described in the claims above. 
Nadine does not specifically state including pseudo information generating means 
configured to generate pseudo user-designated information composed of the same 
format as the user-designated information, wherein acquired information and the 
pseudo information cannot be distinguished, and wherein the user-designated 
information acquired from the user-designated information acquiring means is 
substituted with the pseudo user-designated information according to the accuracy 
setting information. In analogous art, Cooper discloses another information processing 
apparatus which is configured to generate pseudo user-designated information (i.e. 
labels stating "private") composed of the same format as the user-designated 
information (i.e. both the user-information and the labels are text strings, which are the 
same format, wherein acquired information and the pseudo information cannot be 
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distinguished (i.e. they are both considered text strings, which would be able to be 
distinguished by a computer, they are displayed in the same manner), and wherein the 
user-designated information acquired from the user-designated information acquiring 
means is substituted with the pseudo user-designated information according to the 
accuracy setting information (i.e. instead of disclosing information, the "private" label is 
inserted indicating that the user wishes this information not to be disclosed) (Figure 1 1 , 
1110,11 08). It would be obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine the teaching of Cooper with Nadine in order to allow 
people to know information about a user without disclosing information considered 
sensitive to the user, thereby increasing the user's privacy while still allowing others to 
know information about the user. 

Response to Amendment 

17. The Office acknowledges the amendments to claims 1, 3-6, and 8-18. 

Response to Arguments 

18. Applicants arguments pertaining to art rejections have been fully considered but 
are moot in view of the new grounds of rejection presented above. 

Conclusion 

19. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 
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20. Applicant employs broad language, which includes the use of word, and phrases, 
which have broad meanings in the art. As the claims breadth allows multiple 
interpretations and meanings, which are broader than Applicant's disclosure, the 
Examiner is forced to interpret the claim limitations as broadly and as reasonably 
possible, in determining patentability of the disclosed invention. Although the claims are 
interpreted in light of the specification, limitations from the specification are not read into 
the claims. See In re Van Geuns, 988 F.2d 1181, 26 USPQ2d 1057 (Fed. Cir.1993). 
Failure for Applicant to significantly narrow definition/scope of the claims and supply 
arguments commensurate in scope with the claims implies the Applicant intends broad 
interpretation be given to the claims. The Examiner has interpreted the claims with 
scope parallel to the Applicant in the response, and reiterates the need for the Applicant 
to more clearly and distinctly, define the claimed invention. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Joseph E. Avellino whose telephone number is (571) 
272-3905. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 7:00-4:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David A. Wiley can be reached on (571) 272-3923. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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